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The Red Army numbers 560,000 soldiers, one-third
the size of the Russian army under the Czar. This is
an average of one soldier to every 240 persons in the
Soviet Union; in Poland the proportion is one to
eighty, while in France there is one soldier for every
sixty civilians. "How do you account for the smallness
of your standing army in view of your assertions that
the peace of the Soviet Union is continually threatened
by its capitalistic neighbors?" the writer asked an im-
portant Soviet official in Moscow. He replied laconi-
cally: "The Red army is not an army of soldiers, but of
officers, of commanders, as we call them. Our soldiers
are lhe whole of the Russian people." The answer was
not a flourish, but a statement of fact. The Soviet
Union has undergone a military revolution as thorough
as the political, social and economic transformation.